St Vincent  Primary School

East Kilbride

Parent Council

Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 16th November 2016
Members of Council

Paula Ferguson, Chair


Olive Thomas, Vice Chair


Sharon Shields Treasurer
Carol Anne Gilmore (parent member)
Sharon Hamilton (parent member)

 Danielle Timmons (DHT)

Liz Blake (class teacher)


Anne Kew (parent member)

Suzanne Cullen (parent member)

Bonnie Salinas (parent member)

David Kelly  (parent member)

Eileen Tompkins
(HT)


Lucy Carroll (parent member)

Lisa Miller (parent member)

Yvonne Boyle (APT)


Lorena  Ziolo (APT)


Gerard Gordon (Church Rep)

Grace Gordon (mins secy)

Attendees
Paula Ferguson

Olive Thomas

Sharon Shields

Sharon Hamilton

Gerard Gordon

Eileen Tompkins

Danielle Timmons
Liz Blake


Lucy Carroll

Carole Cruikchsank

Councillor Archie Buchanan


Lisa Miller

Grace Gordon (mins)

Three senior  members of the Pupil Council
1.
Opening Prayer and Welcome

Agenda was issued and  is reflected in these minutes.  Chair welcomed and thanked everyone, special thanks  to Councillor Buchanan .       Meeting was opened with prayer by Church Rep.
2.  Apologies
Andrew Seeley

Bonnie Salinas

Carol Anne Gilmore
Anne Kew
Suzanne Cullen

Yvonne Boyle

Loreno Ziolo

David Kelly
3. Approval of  Minutes of Previous  Meeting dated  30th August 2016
Minutes  were taken as  read and approved.
4.
Matters arising from previous minutes held on 30th August 2016
20 mph Speed Restriction sign on Greenhills Road is still not operational. Minute Secretary read out e-mail received from SLC  stating that “ SLC had accepted contractors quotation to upgrade both of the signs and will advise when they come back with a timescale.  Obviously we are  pressing them to complete the work as soon as possible owing to the length of time the signs have been faulty. With regard to the sign that is flashing all the time we have disconnected the batteries and disabled it”       By coincidence, on her way home following this evening’s meeting, minute secretary noticed that the light was still flashing!


Action:
Min Secy
P7 Confirmation Date

This has been set for 24th May 2017 after consultation with Fr Ivan Boyle our Parish Priest and the Diocese of Motherwell.   It has also been noted in the Parish Bulletion as follows:  “It has  been decided to move to annual confirmations for the children in St Vincent Primary School to take place for only P7 children starting from this year 2016-27. Numbers in P6 and P7 together make fitting the confirmandi, their parents and sponsors in the church a real problem this should ease that. This means that the P6 Children this year who might have expected to receive Confirmation will now receive it in P7 in 2018.  This should make it easier for everyone in the future.”

Social Media – Facebook,. Web-site with links
Chair confirmed that everything was running satisfactorily.

Query raised regarding Pupils in Partnership Facebook page – It was confirmed that this page did not belong to our school.

5.
Pupil Council

Meeting was informed that members of the Pupil Council had visited  Crosshouse Primary to meet  with five other schools to discuss “engine idling”in and around   school areas causing unhealthy air pollution for our children.   SLC have engine idling policies whereby a fine of £60 is in place and is being enforced by the presence of wardens in and around the school.   The Pupil Council hope to monitor such activity in the car park and report their findings at a later date.









Action:
Pupil Council
The Health and Well-being Committee members of the Pupil Council informed the meeting of activities due to take place within the next few months.  The pupils have worked together and have produced a School Charter, similar to a classroom charter but the rules and responsibilities are for  the whole school.   This charter will be introduced to the whole school at an assembly.  Pupil Council requested the views of the Parent Council on the school charter and distributed an evaluation sheet for comments.  These will be signed by pupil and teacher. The charter also includes children’s rights  which children will be learning about soon.  Childrens rights Launch week is 23rd January 2017 when guests will be in the school to do workshops and pupils will be able to learn more about rights with their teachers, thereby making all pupils aware of their rights.



Action:
Pupil Council
6. 
Headteacher’s  Report (attached) the following is a brief resume of the report.
1. Rolls Royce Science Prize 2016  Head Teacher was once again able to congratulate Miss Danielle Timmons and her team  The team came “tantillisingly” close to the first prize but were delighted to receive a prize of £5000 for the school .  Rolls Royce will be contacting the school in the future with regard to how the money has been spent. There were teams from Rolls Royce Derby who were delighted that Rolls Royce was on the East Kilbride map again.  St  Vincent Primary School was the only Scottish school involved.

2.In-Service Day All of the schools including St Andrew’s and St Bride’s will be coming together to discuss  literacy and agreeing levels of evidence.

3. Promoting and developing Parental Engagement: Upcoming Events

This is a huge priority at government level for all schools.  Our school does well however there is always room for improvement.  “Involvement and Engagement” was explained. “Engagement involved parents and pupils working together as part of the school work in finding  other ways of working together.

Coffee and consultation morning on Thursday 16th November at 09:15 am

A Parents as Partners Conference will take place in Almada Street following success of previous conference.

4. Vision, Values, Aims

School will be looking at a school Motto / Logo with  suggestions and ideas from both pupils and parents.
5.
Protective security

Due to the use of mobile phones/laptops etc  as part of everyday life, there has been growing concern with the local authority as to the responsibility of such items e.g. lost, damaged or stolen.  It has been agreed that a letter will be issued  to the parent forum informing families that the school nor the council  will not be held responsible for loss, damage or stolen items.  It will be the total responsibility of the pupil to turn off their phone whilst in the vicinity of the school and keep the item securely in their schoolbag.
6.
School Improvement Priorities
Developing the school as a community of Faith.  The school visited the parish church on the feast of All Saints 1st November however due to increase in pupil numbers and the fact that it was a holyday of obligation the church was rather full.  For the future, Fr Ivan has kindly agreed to celebrate Mass in the school.   All classes have been given the opportunity to celebrate Mass with the parishioners at different times and this will continue.   Pupil response to these visits has been very encouraging.

HGIOS 4  Parents as partners .........................

7.
Enrolment for 2017 / 2018 will commence week beginning 16th January 2017

8.
Upcoming Events:
Before Christmas / After Christmas

Miss Timmons choir will be visiting the town centre, Hairmyres and many other venues  for their annual carol concerts.
School “Cafe Noel” – date to be advised

School Nativity Play – date to be advised.

Digital Literature – Morgan Stanley will be visiting the school where pupils/teachers will learn about digital coding through active workshops.

Ten Year of St Vincent Primary School new building

Andy Kerr former Scottish Member of Parliament,  who opened our new school building ten years ago,  has kindly agreed to visit the school again on 10th December.  Suggestion put forward that perhaps Parent Council could treat the pupils e.g. ice creams







Action:
Parent Council
Hopscotch Theatre will be visiting the school on Wednesday 23rd November to present their panto to the whole school.  Parent Council to consider giving pupils a “goodie” bag.



Action: Parent Council
Pop Connection will be visiting the school on 20th March 2017.

Passion Play  a first for the school  - date to be confirmed.
7. Treasurer of Fund Raising Group Update
Profit from October fun night realised £431. Bank balance at 16th November was over £2500 however there are still items

to be deducted from this amount e.g. school let, school equipment.  School have been very fortunate in receiving 

sponsorship for school football strips.   Treasurer requested Mins Secy to contact SLC requesting invoice for October let as

this had still not been received.









Action:
Min Secy
Fundraising Events:

Chirstmas Fayre Saturday 
 3rd December 2016
Children will again be presenting their own “Enterprise”.  Class hampers were a great success last year and will be repeated this year following discussion with Mrs Boyle.        A member of the Pupil Council suggested that in lieu of cash donation for “no uniform day” that each pupil donate something for the hamper raffle.
Action:  YB
Christmas Disco – 

7th December 2016
Fund –Raising Team will meet to discuss Christmas Fayre, Fun Night, Hampers during the next two weeks.
8.
Correspondence – No  correspondence  except for that mentioned in “matters Arising from last minutes”
9.
Any Other  Business 
a)
Parental concern was raised regarding the flooding of Greenhills Road especially when this matter  was supposed to have been attended to last year.   Councillor Buchanan kindly agreed to pursue this matter on behalf of the Council.









Action:
 AB

b)
Church Rep informed meeting that the parish grotto was complete and that the Blessing of the Grotto and Nativity figures would take place on Sunday 27th November after the 4.00 pm Mass with tea/coffee/juice in hall thereafter. Suggestion put forward that perhaps Fr Ivan could invite the school’s families to attend by way of a personal invite. Min Secy agreed to undertake this task and speak with Fr Ivan.






Action:
Min Secy

c)
Meeting was also advised that the annual free Puppet show for the children will be held on Sunday 18th December after the 11.30 am Mass.
14.
Date of next meeting

First Meeting of 2017 – 18th January

(let required)




Action:
Min Secy
First Fun Night Disco – 9th February

(let required)
Meeting closed at 9.00 pm with prayer by Church Rep.
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